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News release 

Believing in a goal can move mountains: 

Experts Conquer Parasites Just as Sir Edmund Hillary 
Once Conquered Mount Everest 
 
International launch of new animal health product in New Zealand 
 
 
Christchurch (New Zealand) / Leverkusen – Sir Edmund Hillary was the first per-
son to conquer Mount Everest. What does it take to accomplish such a feat? In addi-
tion to good physical fitness and a high level of motivation one needs a clear goal, 
which is exactly what the experts from Bayer HealthCare had when they began work-
ing on a new deworming product for cats. Never losing sight of the goal, their long 
“march” ultimately led to the development of a new animal health care product on the 
basis of two active ingredients. One of these is new, and Bayer HealthCare’s Animal 
Health Division has become the first company to use it in an animal health product: 
Profender®. From now on the new dewormer will be launched in Europe within the next 
six months.  
 
At the International Conference1 of the World Association for the Advancement of Vet-
erinary Parasitology (WAAVP) in Christchurch, New Zealand, the scientists Dr. Chris-
tian Epe (Hanover Veterinary College, Germany) and Craigh Reinemeyer, Ph.D. (East 
Tennessee Clinical Research, U.S.A.) presented test results and field studies affirming the 
impressive performance of this product to over 600 of their colleagues from all over the 
world at one of the conference symposiums.  
 
The company is heralding a new era in deworming with this innovative animal health 
product. After more than 20 years, Bayer has thus succeeded in developing a new 

                                                 
1 Reference: http://www.waavp2005.org.nz/ 
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anthelmintic from a new class of chemical compounds. Designed as a spot-on prepara-
tion with two active ingredients, Profender® is the first prescription-only product for 
topical application providing comprehensive deworming of all relevant endoparasites in 
just one treatment step. This new product underscores Bayer HealthCare’s status as an 
inventor company. The active ingredient praziquantel, the effectiveness of which has 
been recognized around the world for the past 30 years, has already set standards in the 
fight against parasites in companion animals and agricultural livestock – and even in hu-
man beings. The second active ingredient, emodepside, comes from a new class of active 
substances. Discovered in Japan, its full potential was first recognized and tapped for the 
development of an animal health product by Bayer’s Animal Health Division.  
 
The “inventor” of the drug, Professor Achim Harder from the Research & Develop-
ment department of Bayer HealthCare’s Animal Health Division, explained the novel 
mode of action and the long path to approval at the WAAVP Profender® symposium. 
The succinct and somewhat unscientific objective for the researchers working on this 
project was: Make it stress-free and easy to use!  
 
“The new deworming product for cats is an especially good example of how our 
products help animals and benefit our customers. As an alternative to deworming tab-
lets, we have now developed an easy, stress-free and efficient treatment method which 
is quick and convenient to administer for both veterinarians and animal owners. This 
is true ‘Science For A Better Life,’” commented Dr. Norbert Mencke, Head of Tech-
nical Service for Companion Animals at Bayer HealthCare. 
 
Sir Edmund Hillary who conquered Mount Everest, and later the South Pole, the most 
famous living New Zealand adventure hero, gave a welcome speech at the Bayer Re-
ception following the WAAVP Profender Symposium. In his book “View from the 
summit” he expressed his ambitious goal with the words: “For the first time on the 
whole expedition I had the confidence that we were going to get to the top.” – And as 
we all know, he made it! 
 
About Bayer HealthCare AG  
Bayer HealthCare AG, a subsidiary of Bayer AG, is one of the world’s leading, inno-
vative companies in the health care and medical products industry. In 2004, the Bayer 
HealthCare subgroup generated sales amounting to some €8.5 billion. 
 
The company combines the global activities of the divisions Animal Health, Biologi-
cal Products, Consumer Care, Diabetes Care, Diagnostics and Pharmaceuticals. 
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35,300 people are employed by Bayer HealthCare worldwide. 
 
Bayer HealthCare’s aim is to discover, develop, manufacture and market innovative 
products that will improve human and animal health worldwide. The products en-
hance well-being and quality of life by diagnosing, preventing and treating disease. 
 
The Animal Health Division of Bayer HealthCare AG, with sales of €786 million in 
2004, is one of the world’s leading suppliers of veterinary drug products for compan-
ion animals and livestock. Its major products include innovative antiparasitic drugs 
for dogs and cats, such as Advantix®, Advantage®, Drontal® and Advocate®, and the 
antibiotic Baytril® to treat serious bacterial infections in all types of animal. 
 
Leverkusen / Christchurch,  October 20, 2005 
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Contact: 
Dr. Hermann-Josef Baaken 
Phone: +49 (0) 214 – 30 53366, Fax: +49 (0) 214 – 30 71640 
E-mail: hermann-josef.baaken@bayerhealthcare.com 
 
We’re only a click away – visit our press service for pictures and text online at: 
www.viva.vita.bayerhealthcare.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Forward-looking Statements 
This news release contains forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by 
Bayer Group management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to 
material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the 
company and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in our public reports filed with the 
Frankfurt Stock Exchange and with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (including our Form 20-F). 
The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to 
future events or developments. 

 


